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2 indicted for bank, identity fraud

A women and a man were indicted March 4 by a federal grand jury in connection with a
conspiracy to use counterfeit identifications to obtain money from financial institutions.

Alan Scott, 38, unknown address, and Michelle Laughter, 40, unknown address, were each
charged with one count of conspiracy. Scott was also charged with 14 counts of bank fraud, five
counts of aiding and abetting identity theft, three counts of possession of a document-making
implement, and two counts of aggravate identity theft. Laughter was also charged with nine
counts of bank fraud, three counts of aiding and abetting identity fraud, three counts of
possession of a document-making implement and one count of aggravated identity theft.

Their indictment alleges that from March 4, 2003, through March 4, 2008, the two did
knowingly execute a scheme to defraud and to fraudulently obtain money and funds from
financial institutions. The object of the conspiracy was for the conspirators to use counterfeited
identifications to obtain money from the accounts of financial institutions to obtain cash and
items of value through the use of counterfeited checks, made from stolen information of
individuals and companies. The checks and other personal information had been stolen from the
mail.

The indictment alleges that part of the conspiracy was that one or both of the defendants
obtained the stolen information and used that information to access a public Web site to obtain
additional personal information of victims to further their scheme. One or both of the defendants
would present counterfeit checks, using false identification, to various organizations, including
financial institutions, retail merchants and companies to obtain cash and other items of value.

The two allegedly used the accounts of more than 50 victims at financial institutions
creating losses exceeding $42,000. They used false identification documents, including state
driver’s licenses, state identification cards and Social Security cards.

The indictment also alleges that Scott and Laughter did knowingly and unlawfully have in
their possession items used for the production of false identifications, including computers,
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scanners and printers on Dec. 30, 2005, May 18, 2006, and Feb. 7, 2008.

If convicted, both Laughter and Scott face potential maximum penalties of five years on the
conspiracy charge; 30 years on each bank fraud count; 15 years on each identity fraud count; 15
years on the possession of document-making implement count and a potential minimum penalty
of two years on each aggravated identity theft count. All sentences are determined by a federal
district court judge.

This case is the result of an investigation by the United States Postal Inspection Service, the
U.S. Secret Service, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Minnesota Financial Crimes
Task Force, and is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Leshia Lee-Dixon.
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An indictment is a determination by a grand jury that there is probable cause to believe that offenses have been
committed by the defendant. The defendant, of course, is presumed innocent until he or she pleads guilty or is
proven guilty at trial. 


